Belfast General information

A particularly useful source of general information can be found at gotobelfast .
Here you can search for accommodation and eateries by type and location (as well as other categories). The conference is held in the Queens Quarter – see later for more detailed maps.
Travelling to Belfast

Belfast is easily accessible from other cities in the UK and Europe with regular scheduled flights coming into both Belfast City and Belfast International Airports. Travel from most UK destinations takes just over 1 hour.

George Best Belfast City Airport (BHD)

George Best Belfast City Airport is situated ca. 3 miles east of the city centre.

Airline Routes to George Best Belfast City Airport

	Airline
	Route

	Aer Arann
	Cork

	BMI baby
	London Heathrow

	Flybe
	Aberdeen, Birmingham, Bristol, Cardiff,  Doncaster-Sheffield, Edinburgh, Exeter, Glasgow, Jersey, Leeds/Bradford, Liverpool, London Gatwick, Newcastle, Southampton, Manchester, Rennes; Blackpool, Isle of Man (operated by Loganair)

	manx2
	Isle of Man, Blackpool

	Ryan Air
	London Stansted, Liverpool, Glasgow (Prestwick), East Midlands 
Bristol 


Travelling to and from George Best Belfast City Airport

A taxi from George Best Belfast City Airport to the area around Queen's University will cost between around £10.00.

It is easy to use public transport to travel between George Best Belfast City Airport and the conference venue. The Airlink 600 bus service (timetable for airlink 600) operates every ca. 20 minutes between 05:30 and 21:45 from the Airport terminal to the Belfast Europa Bus Centre and costs £2.00 for a single journey. 
Upon arrival at the Belfast Europa Bus Centre walk through the Great Northern Mall to Great Victoria Street, cross the road and walk to the bus stop. Metro bus service 8A/B/C operate every ca. 7-15 minutes between 06:30 and 23:00 (timetable for Metro 8A/B/C) and will take you to the “front” of the conference venue – Queen's University. Alternatively Metro bus services 7A/B(C/D on Sunday) operate every ca. 7-15 minutes between between 05:45 and 23:00 (timetable for Metro 7A/B) and will take you to the “rear” of the conference venue - University Avenue.  Single tickets cost £1.30 to either of these stops but any stop further along costs £1.60.  Return journeys can be planned from the translink website.
Alternatively, walking from the Europa to the venue takes approximately 20 minutes (map), or using a taxi costs approximately £4-5. 

Belfast International Airport (BFS)

Belfast International Airport is situated 19 miles north of the city.

Airline Routes to Belfast International Airport

	Airline
	Route

	Aer Lingus
BMI baby
EasyJet
	Barcelona, Faro, Lanzarote (Arrecife), London Heathrow, Malaga, Milan Malpensa, Munich, Paris Charles De Gaulle, Rome Leonardo Da Vinci, Tenerife
Birmingham, Cardiff, Nottingham East Midlands, Manchester, Prague
Alicante, Amsterdam, Barcelona, Bristol, Edinburgh, Faro, Geneva, Glasgow, Ibiza, Krakow, Liverpool, London Gatwick, London Luton, London Stansted, Malaga, Newcastle, Nice, Palma Majorca, Paris Charles de Gaulle

	Jet2.com
	Blackpool, Chambery, Dubrovnik, Ibiza, Jersey, Leeds Bradford, Mahon, Murcia, Newquay, Palma Majorca, Pisa, Toulouse, Tenerife

	manx2
	Isle of Man

	Continental
	New York Newark


Travelling to and from Belfast International Airport

Belfast International Airport is some distance from the City of Belfast. Taxi fares from Belfast International Airport to Queen's University typically cost about £25.00.

Airbus service 300, operates between the Belfast International Airport and Belfast City Centre 24 hours a day every 15 minutes (at peak times) Monday to Friday, every 20 minutes (at peak times) on a Saturday and at 30 minute intervals on a Sunday (timetable for 300). The fare from the Airport to Belfast City Centre is £7.00 for a single journey or £10.00 for a return journey. 
Upon arrival at the Belfast Europa Bus Centre walk through the Great Northern Mall to Great Victoria Street, cross the road and walk to the bus stop. Metro bus service 8A/B/C operate every ca. 7-15 minutes between 06:30 and 23:00 (timetable for Metro 8A/B/C) and will take you to the “front” of the conference venue – Queen's University. Alternatively Metro bus services 7A/B(C/D on Sunday) operate every ca. 7-15 minutes between between 05:45 and 23:00 (timetable for Metro 7A/B) and will take you to the “rear” of the conference venue - University Avenue.  Single tickets cost £1.30 to either of these stops but any stop further along costs £1.60.  Return journeys can be planned from the translink website.
Alternatively, walking from the Europa to the venue takes approximately 20 minutes (map), or using a taxi costs approximately £4-5. 

Dublin Airport (DUB)
Dublin Airport is situated approximately two hours from Belfast by road or rail, with regular and direct coach transfers running from the airport to Belfast city centre. There are 36 international daily flights operating into the airport, linking Dublin directly to many European and US cities.

Aircoach provides a coach service that runs from Dublin Airport to Belfast city centre seven days a week on an hourly basis from 7am until  9pm. This service enables anyone flying in to Dublin to travel on to Belfast conveniently and comfortably. The duration of the journey is approximately two hours but depends upon traffic. The Aircoach stops outside the Jury's Inn Hotel near to Belfast City Centre.  From there it is a short (less than 5 minute) walk along College Square East to Great Victoria Street and the bus stops opposite the Belfast Europa Bus Centre.

Metro bus service 8A/B/C operate every ca. 7-15 minutes between 06:30 and 23:00 (timetable for Metro 8A/B/C) and will take you to the “front” of the conference venue – Queen's University. Alternatively Metro bus services 7A/B(C/D on Sunday) operate every ca. 7-15 minutes between between 05:45 and 23:00 (timetable for Metro 7A/B) and will take you to the “rear” of the conference venue - University Avenue.  Single tickets cost £1.30 to either of these stops but any stop further along costs £1.60.  Return journeys can be planned from the translink website.
Alternatively, walking from to the venue takes approximately 20 minutes (map), or using a taxi costs approximately £5-6. 

Ulsterbus (service 200) and Bus Eireann (service 001) operate a combined service (timetable for 200 and 001) requiring a slightly longer walk from the terminal exit departing at 20 mins past every hour (24-7) from Dublin Airport but arrives directly at the Belfast Europa Bus Centre. Upon arrival walk through the Great Northern Mall to Great Victoria Street, cross the road and walk to the bus stops – see above. 
Alternatively, walking from the Europa to the venue takes about  20 minutes - map, or using a taxi costs approximately £4-5.

Delegates travelling into Dublin Airport can travel onwards to Belfast by rail on the Enterprise Service which departs from Connolly Station in central Dublin (see www.irishrail.ie for bookings). The current fares are €52 and €94 for 2nd and 1st class monthly returns respectively. Arriving at Belfast Central Station from where local train services will connect to Botanic Train Station.
As there is no direct rail link to Dublin Airport travellers should use a taxi and bus service to get to Connolly Railway Station. We therefore recommend the coach services for their convenience.

Accommodation

Hotels in the proximity (within 10 minutes walk) of Queen’s include Crescent Townhouse,  Ibis Hotel Queens Quarter; Malone Lodge Hotel;  Tara Lodge and Wellington Park Hotel which typically charge GBP 55 - 80 per night.
A wide variety of cheaper BandB accommodation (typically GBP 30+ per night) is available in the vicinity of Queen's University including: Avenue Guesthouse; Bienvenue Guest House;  Malone Guest House; Marine House; The Old Rectory; Pearl Court Guesthouse.
Queen’s University of Belfast

A dynamic map of the University and Belfast or a printable pdf version can both be accessed from the Queen’s University Belfast website. Public transport in the Queen’s Quarter operates frequent services from the centre of Belfast and many of the transport hubs. The conference venue is in the School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, on Stranmillis Road. A summary of key locations in the vicinity of the conference is given below:
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Conference Venue: The David Keir Building is number 21 on the map below and the easiest place to enter the building is via entrance B


Eating in and around Queen’s
University: the Students’ Union provides cheap dining in several locations, in particular the Peter Froggatt Centre (NOT weekends) and the Students' Union. Botanic Avenue: a wide selection of budget restaurants especially for lunch including Sushi, Mexican, Indian, Chinese and  vegetarian food.  Stranmillis Road: a wide selection of budget restaurants / pubs especially for lunch including  Indian, Chinese, a chip shop and Italian food.  If you want to pay more than GBP 8 for lunch the Crescent Townhouse  Bar12, Deanes at Queens, The Barking Dog, and Wellington Park Hotel all provide lunch menus.
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Conference Venue


School of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering


David Keir Building,


Stranmillis Road 





College Park


7A/B (C/D) Bus stop from City





Lanyon building





Students’ Union (25)


Several cheap eateries / sandwich shops (1 minute)





Ulster Bank (23)


Foreign exchange available here





Malone Road 


Bus route 8B continues


Majority of recommended accommodation





Stranmillis Road


Bus routes 8A/C continues


LARGE selection of restaurants 








